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Rom. 1. 16. 
--- I am not aſhamed of the Gofp?l of Chriſt : 
for it is the Power of God unto Salvation to: 
every one that believeth, 
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Wo HESE are the Words of that great Apoſtle St. Paul, 
2M _ whoſe Example, both as to his Temper and Con- 3 
SE duct, was molt conſpicuous and remarkable after his [ 


Converſion to Chriſtianity ; and therefore worthy to be {tu- 
 dicd and imitated by Profeffors in all Ages, but eſpecially 
= _by Goſpel Miniſters, who by their Office or Function are 
* more immediately devoted to the Service of Chritt and his 
> Church. 'The Honour and Glory of Chriſt, the Intereſt of 
nis Bleſſed Goſpel, and the everlaſting Welfare of the Souls 
of Men, ought to be accounted Things of the higheit Eftt- 
mation and Value, to be moſt near and dear to all who love 
our Lord Jeſus Chri/t in Sincerity z and, therefore, they 
both ſhould and will do all they can to promote theſe great 
= and noble Ends, as far as Providence gives them an Ability 
=: and Opportunity ; but, particularly and eminently, moſt 
> conſtantly and unweariedly ſhould Miniſters (who are ſent 
b: 1 forth as Chriſt's Heralds and Ambaſſadors) be employed in 
= this Work; for to this End the Lord hath been pleaſed to 
« BY Hit and qualify them with all neceflary Gifts and Endow- 
2 ments, called, and inclined them to this Service ; and for 
this Purpoſe they have been ſolemnly ſet apart and ordai- 
ned, according to Divine Appointment, "ml 
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Hence our Apoſtle, in the moſt earneſt Manner, pre{- 
ſeth theſe and the like Exhortations on Timothy, and there- 
in on all others who were, or ſhould afterwards be, devoted 
to the like ſacred Service : [ charge thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who fhall judge both the Buick 
and the Dead at his Appearing, and in his Kingdom, preach 
the IVord ; be inſtant in Seaſon and cut of Seaſon ; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all Long-ſuffering and Doarine : For 
the Time will come, when Men will not endure ſound Doarine ; 
but after their own Luſts fhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, 
having itching Ears: 4nd they ſhall turn away their Fars 
from the Truth, and (hall be turned unto Fables. But watch 
thou in all Things : Endure Affliction: Do the Work of an 
Evangeliſt : Make full Prof of thy Miniftry : See Il. Tim. 
iv. and the Beginning. An to the like Purpoſe is that Ad- 
dreſs of his to the Preſbyters, or Bifhops of the Church at 
Epheſus, in Afts xX.28. Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, 
and unto all the Flick, over which the Holy Gheoft hath mad: 
yore Overſeers ; to feed the Church of God, which he hath pur- 
chaſed with his own Bload. And that he was exaCtly and 
firictly conſcientious in the Diſcharge of thoſe Duties which 
he preſfs'd upon others, is evident from what goes before : 
1 am pure (fays he) from the Blood of all! Mien: For I have 
not ſhunned to declare to you all the Counſel of God. But we 
need go no farther than the Text itſelf, and a few precedinr 
Verſes, for a Proof of this. In the Context, the Apoſtle 
aſſures the believing Romans ( to whom he wrote ) of his 
great Aﬀection to them ; that he bore them continually on 
his Heart before the Throne of Grace ; that he had a moſt 
earneſt Defire, and therefore was ready to uſe all likely 
. Means, to promote their ſpiritual Edification and Welfare ; 
and for this Reaſon he did defign to come unto them (tho' 
hitherto he had been unavoidably hinder*d), that by his 
Preſence and Preaching he might farther eſtabliſh and con- 
Arm them in the Way of Faith and Salvation: See ver. 


' 8---123. And that they might not doubt of his Sincerity _ 


herein, he lets them know, that the Work of preaching 
\ and ſpreading the Goſpel was the main Buſineſs to which 
he was called ; that he was laid under the greateſt Obliga- 
tion and Neceſlity to do this to the very utmoſt of his Pow- 

er and Ability ; and therefore, as he had been faithful and 
i | diligent 


LI y: 


* diligent in his Labours among others, fo they might, be af- 
' ſured that he would not be wanting as to them. [ am 
Debtor (ſays he) both ts the Greeks and the Barbarians, both 
to the IViſe and the Unwiſe : So, as much as in me ts, I am rea- 
'* dy to preach the Goſpel to you that are at Rome alſo. For 1 
* am not aſhamed of the Goſpel, &c. Which 1s as it he had 

* ſaid, ©* Your City is indecd the Seat of Wiſdom and polite 

« Literature ; yet, nevertheleſs, / am not aſhamed to preach 

pN « Chriſt, even among you; for he 15 indeed the Power of 


& God, and the Wiſdom of God : T have profeiled his Name, 


; 

; | * and endeavourcd to ſpread the faving Knowledge of his 

> Þ _ © Goſpel in other Nations and Countries, both among 

: þ © Pews and Gertifes; and though I have met with many 

. | ** Sliyhts and Reproacnes, %et none of theſe Things move me, 

: - © or difhcarten me, ſo as to take me off from my Great 

t | * Malter's Service. The preaching of the Croſs 1s to the 

» BB * Pews a Stumbling-black, and by the Greeks is accounted Foo- 

2 | © neſs; yetT am refolved to bear my publick Teftimony 

= ** to the Iruth: Iam iwmly perſuaded that the DoCtrine of 

d | * the Golpel is indeed Divine, and from Heaven ; I have 

N — i felt its ſaving Power, and Influences on my own Soul 

$ 5 and to bring others to the Belief of it, and a Participation * 

8 © *f of its many precious and glorious Benefits, was the main 

'& | *© End or Deſign of my Apoſltle{hip and Miniftry : There- 

iy - © fore I am reſolved, at all Adventures, yea, though it 

le | © ſhould coſt me my Lite, aad all that is dear to me, to . 

is | © preach the Goſpel to you that are at Rome alſo: For I am 

n | ** not aſhamed of the Gofpel of Chrift.” Taus ſtands the 

ft | Connection of the Words ; which hold forth to us that Re- 

ly | Yolution, Courage, and Magnanimity, which is the Duty 

>; | of all Profeſiors, and more eſpecially of Miniſters in that ſa» 

o' | cred Office that is committed to them. I thought, there- 

is | fore, a Diſcourſe to you from this Paſſage would be no un- 
n- | luitable or unprofitable Entertainment, on the preſent So- 4 
Tr. | {cmnity; as it would afford many uſeful Hints, with reſpe&t 1 
ty | fo the Duty both of Miniſters and People. And may the 
ne | Lord, with his Grace and Blefling, accompany the Word 
ch M3 that ſhall now be ſpoken. | ; 
= | 
w- | In my farther Proſecution of this Subject, I ſhall ( God q 


nd WU Aallſting) do theſe following Things : 
nt i” Prft, 
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Firſt, Conſider what we are to underſtand by the Gof. | the fi 


, L Scher 


pel ; which is the Subject here ſpoken of, 


TEND 2 mode 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you what we may reaſonably ſuy- 3 accon 
poſe is implied, or included, in that which the Apoſtle here Þ* 7 of wh 
affirms concerning himſelf, viz. That he was not aſhamed of (© 79: 1 
the Goſpel ; and which preſents to us the Duty of all. : fg 
Thirdly, T ſhall offer a few Thinps to illuſtrate the Force þ - #rom 
of the Reaſon here afligned by the Apoſtle, why he was wt Þ it dit 
afhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, viz. becauſe it is the Power Þ 2ctior 
of God unto Satuation to every one that behvveth. gand 15 
b $the {u 
And Fourthly, A few Things by way of Improvement | 495ms 
or Application. | | *Rede: 
Zing 
Firſt of all, I am to conſider what we are to underſtand | 4/3 
by the Goſpel of Chriſt ; / am not aſhamed of the Goſpel if | 
Chriſt. Now, the Word which we tranſlate Goel, doth þ : In 
in its primary and original Signification import Good New, jSchen 
or Glad Tydings, according to the Account given of it by the 7 God | 
| Angel, Lukeii. 10. And ſurely it may well be fo denomi- þ 30mm 
"nated ; for if Eafe to the Pained, if- Liberty to the Captive, Þ got thi 
if Frovifien to the Starving and Periſhing, if a Pardon toP both : 
the Condemned, Health tov the Sick, and Life from the| cape 
Dead, be welcome, then certainly this Goſpel muſt con- þ Fort, 
tain the beſt News, the moſt joyful Tydines, that were ever | walvat 
proclaim'd in our World, or ſounded in the Ears of finful heed 
dying Creatures: For we were all depraved and fallen from | preſen 
our happy Original ; at Variance and Enmity with the Blel- p f Go 
ſed God, our Almighty Creator and Sovereign ; prone ſtil | hearke 
more and more to backſlide and revolt from him ; and lia | ©9us 
ble every Moment to fall under the ſevere and everlaſting 4 
Strokes of his vindictive Juſtice and Wrath, Now, th: Þ 7 But 
Goſpel diſcovers God to us as rich in Mercy ; with Bowel peedf 
of the moſt tender Pity and Compaſſion ; as yearning over Þ > 
the Miſery of his rebellious periſhing Creatures ; as ready Þ Th 
to pardon and forgive ; and as opening a Way for their E-F 2; 
' c 


ſcape, for the ſure flowing forth of his Mercy and Love, by Þ>* 
laying Help on one wha is Mighty to Save, - The free Love” fervati 
P : 2nl | © IG 


: T7 
BS - 


; ? and Goodneſs of God was indeed the original Foundation, - 
| ? the firſt Spring and Mover in this gracious and glorious 


[EF ] 


? Scheme of Redemption ; which was at firſt planned, or 


+3 modelled, in the Divine Counſcls or Decrees ; which is now 


| I In a Word: 


I accompliſhed i in Time ; and the bleſſed and happy Effects 


Z of which ſhall run parallel with the Ages of Eternity. See 
8 Joh. iti. 16. But now the Goſpel fully opens and reveals 


to us all thoſe rich and boundleſs Treaſures of Divine Grace , 


and Mercy that lay hid in God, in his Breaſt and Heart, 
* from before all Worlds, towards the ſinful Race of Adam ; 
"it diſcovers Jeſus, the Saviour, with all the amazing Tranſ- 
actions of his Love towards us, in Time z what he has done, 


E Band is 1] ready farther to do, for us; aid it directs us in 


the ſure Road to Glory and Immortality ; and, finally, con- 
firms our Faitn in, and Hope of, all the great Bleſſings of 


| Redemption, by the many precious Promiſes of that ever- 


ſting Covenant, that is well ordered in all Things, and 
Wore; ; "and which are al] yea, and Amen, in Chriſt Jeſus. 

| By the Go/pel I underſtand that whole 
*Scheme of divine and facred Knowledge which the Bleſſed 


:God has been pleaſed to reveal to the fallen Race of Adam, - 


contained in his Word, and more eſpecially in the Writings 
'of the New Teſtament ; wherein we are fully directed, 
both as to what we muſt believe and do, if we would e- 
Scape)Future Wrath, and inherit Eternal Life. This is, in 
Mort, 12at Word of Peace and Reconciliation, of Life and 
Salvation, that is now ſent, or preached unto you. O.take 


heed that you deſpiſe it not! That you let not lip your 


preſent Opygortunities z and that you receive not this Grace 
of God in vain: But To-day, while it is called To-day, 


- hearken to the Voice of Chritt, and joyfully ous his gra- 
D Cious Offers. y 


f 
But here, in farther ſpeaking of this Goſpel, it may be 


4 
E 

—.needful to be a little more particular, 
L 


| Therefore, x. The Goſp el contains a full Diſcovery of 
pur Ruin and Fall. Of Eh Being of Moral Evil in the 
orld all have been fully convinced, from a general Ob- 
| fervation of Mankind, and from their own unhappy Expe- 
perience 
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rience of what paſſes within themſelves: But whence this 
univerſal Degeneracy proceeded, the Light of unaſſiſted Re- 
ligion could never find out. It hath nonplufſed the Wit of 
the moſt acute Philoſophers among the Heathen to account 
for this {trange Pheenemenon ; How Man, who is the Crea- 
ture of God, a Being of ſpotleſs Purity, and Holineſs, out 
of whoſe Hands, therefore, no unclean Thing can ever 
come; yet, That Men who are his Offspring ſhould be 
| thus univerſally defiled, and depraved, fo that there is none 
righteous, no not one ; but all have, and do fm, and come ſhort 
of the Glery of God : I ſay, as to this Point we can receive 
no Satisfaction, without a Divine Revelation. But now by 
the Goſpel we have an eaſy Solution of this hard and difh- 
cult Queſtion, while it aſfures us, That by one Man Sin en- 
ter'd into the I/orld, and Death by Sin : That by the Offence 
of one, Judgment came upon all Mien to Condemnation : That 
God indeed at firſt made Man Upright, but that he himſelf 
ſoon ſought out many Inventions : And,: therefore, that, betore 
Convertion, we are all nzw like Sheep going aftray: And 
that without the Interpolition of the Mighty Power of D:- 


vine Grace, we ſhould continue to» wander, to our final De- Þ * 


ſtruction. Thus the Goſpel lays open the Wound to the 
very Bottom ; ſhews us the Plague of our own Hearts ; is 
ſent to convince us of Sin, and that we are loſt and undone 
in ourſelyes. 


And then 2dly, it points out the Methed of our Recove- 
ry: The wonderful Way in and by which it is brought 
about, viz. by the kind Interpolition of Jeſus, the eternal 
Son of the eternal Father, on our Behalf, 7ha #59* He was 
in the Form of God, (that is, truly and properly God, or a 
Divine Perſon) and therefore thought it no Robbery ta be equa! 


with God, yet for our dakxes was pleaſed to take upon himſelf ; 


the Form of a Servant ; that is, became truly. and properly 
Man : And accordingly the Gofpel reveals to us the Won- 
ders of his Incarnation, his infinite Humiliation and Conde- 
ſcenſion, the excellent DoEtrines he taught, and the bright 
Example he gave us, while in our fallen World ; his ama- 


zing Sorrows and Agonies, and the cruel and ignominious | 


Death he endured, as our Propitiation and Attonement: It 


, alfo declares to us his gJorious Refnrrection and Aſcenſion, Þa 
C5 Dt | the ou 
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the ſeveral Offices he executes as our Redeemer, his Miſi- 


on of the Holy Ghoſt, as his Agent or Miniſter, as the 
SanAifier and Comforter of his People, his Interceflion fer 
them at the Right Hand of his Father, and his glorious Se. 
cond Coming to Judgment. Thus from the Goſpel we 
learn the Way and Method in and by which Chriſt begins, 
carries on, and completes, his Peoples Redemption and Sal- 
vation, from its firſt Foundation to the laying on the Top 
Stone in Glory. FR 


3dly. By the Goſpel we have full and certain DireQion 
2s to the Way in and by which we may come to be Parta- 
kers of the many glorious Privileges it reveais, and the many 
precious Promiſes it makes ; and that is the Way of Faith 
and Holineſs, by Repentance towards God, and Faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chrijt. TVithout Faith it afſures us that ze 7s 
1npoſſeble to pleaſe God ; and that except we repent we muſt all 
certainly periſh ; but that he that believeth ſhall be ſaved ; and 
whoſoever confeſſeth, and forſaketh his Sins, ſhall ſurely obtain 


Mercy and Forgiveneſs 


By the Light of Nature we may know ſomething of God, 
as our Creator, ReCtor, and Sovereign, our Owner, and 
Law-giver, together with much of that Duty we owe to 
him, to our Neighbour, and to ourſelves 3 but being con- 
ſcious of Guilt, of our Unlikeneſs to God, and our Prone- 
neſs to rebel againſt him, in this Light he can appear to us 
only as an angry Judge, as clothed with Infinite Power and 
Wrath, ready to fall upon us, and conſume us in the Fire 
of his Indienation. It is the Goſpel only that reveals him 
as on a Mercy-Seat, as extending a Scepter of Love, and 
as ready to receive us, on our Repentance and Return to 
him. Here we have in the Blood. of a Saviour @ Fountain 
open'd for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs. And, finally, it directs 
us to look up for and Gepend upon the mighty and ſaving 
Influences of the Holy Spirit of God, who is the Author of 
all Grace, and the Applier of that Redemption which Chriſt 
hath wrought out, together with the ſeveral Benefits or Pri- 
Vileges that accompany or flow from it. The Goſpel then 
1s a moſt ſure and infallible Guide to us, and that both as 
Faith and Duty, - _ 

B *..” And 


$f 6.4 : 


And then, laſtly, when powerfully ſet home by the Spi- 

Tit of God, it becomes the effeQtual Means or Inſtrument ot 
our Salvation. "The Word of God, and eſpecially when 
preach'd or diſpens'd by Chriſt's Miniſters, becomes migh- 
ty, through God's Bleſſing, to the Converſion of Sinners, 
and the Building up of Saints. Of itſelf alone indecd it is 
but a dead Letter, and can reach only the outward Ear, 
but in the Hand of the Spirit zt is as a Hammer to break the 
rocky Hearts of rocky Sinners: "This is that incorruptilLle 
Sced by which the Sons and Daughters of God are ſpiritu- 
ally begotten, James i. 18. and that Milk, or Food, by 
which they are nouriſhed, and grow in the Divine Life, 
till they arrive at the Poſſeſſion of their heavenly and glori- 
ous Jnheritance. 1. Peter ji. 2, compared with II. Tzm. ii. 
I5, 16, 17, Faith, we are told, comes by Hearing, and 
Hearing by the Wird of God + And thus it proves a Savor 
of Life unto Life to many Souls; or, as the Apoſtle ſays in 
our Text, Ut is the Power of God unto Salvation, to every 
one that believeth. But of this 1 ſhall have an Occaſion tv 
ſpeak more largely under another Head. | 


This then, in General, is that Goſpel ſpoken of in the - 


Text, which may well be called the Goſpel of Chriſt, He 
being both the Author and the main Scope or Subjcct of it, 
and as his Glory is thereby more eſpecially manifcfted and 
diſplayed. 


_ In this Goſpel indeed are contained many great and 1n- 
ſearchable Mytteries, ſuch as the Doctrine of the Ever Bici- 
ſed Trinity, the Incarnation of the only begotten Sun of 
God, and all the Wonders of our Redemption, &'c. which 
could never have been known, but by Divine Revelation, 
and which, 'when diſcovered, infinitely tranſcend all finite 
Capacities fully to comprehend, However, let me here 


obſerve, this can afford no juſt or reaſonable ObjeQior 


againſt the Divine Authority of the Scriptures ; for tho' 
they reveal ſome: Things above, yet nothing that is repv2- 
nant to our Reafon, or that implies in it a flat and undeni- 
able ContradiCtion, But that there ſhould be Incompre- 
henlibles in the Goſpel is no Wonder, conſidering the D+ 


Vin! tr 
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vinity of its Author, and the ſtupendous Sublimity of the 


Subjects about which it treats. Hence indeed its Adverſa- 
ries have frequently endeavour'd to ſap, or overturn, the 
Foundation of our Faith and Hope. "Thus, at firit, the 
Preaching of the Croſs was by the Fews and Greeks repre- 
ſented as abſurd and unreaſonable. Who (ſay they) can 


| imagine that Chriſt could conquer by dying ? or be the Sa- 


viour of the World, when he was not able to ſave himſelf ? 
And, in like Manner, many of the great Doctrines of Chri- 
rar / have been openly and audaciouſly attack'd by mo- 
dern Infidels, falſly repreſenting them as abſurd, and con- 


_ trary to Reaſon : But certainly, my Friends, we have no 


Reaſon to be aſhamed of the Goſpel on this Account, for 
the Truth of it is eftabliſhed on the moſt ſure and infallible 
Evidences, as hath been made to appear in the Writings of 
many excellent and learned Perfons of our own Age and 
Nation : And tho? it reveals ſome DoCtrines incomprehen- 
ſible in their Nature, yet this is not a ſufficient Ground-to 
deny, or call them in queſtion, till they can be proved to 
contain a Contradiction, and be blotted out of the Bible. 
However, as to the Charge of Abſurdity, we have abundant 
Reaſon to return the Compliment on thoſe who oppoſe the 
Truth, becauſe not level to their ſhallow Capacities ; while 


to avoid ſome Difficulties they run into many others dire&t- 
ly contrary both to Reaſon and Revelation : Such are, That 


God may juſtly deal with all Men as Sinners, tho' many 
(as Infants) are in no Senſe guilty : That fallen Man is 
avle to recover himſelf, and work out a juſtifying Righ- 
teouſneſs of his own, without being beholden to another : 


That Chriſtis not truly and properly God, nor yet a meer 


Creature : That there may be a Medium between God and 


-. 4a Creature, between Finite and Infinite : That Chriſt, tho? 
* not truly God, yet may ſuſtain and have the proper Charac- 
._* ters of Deity ; and may have Divine Worſhip given, and Di- 
. vine PerfeQtions aſcribed to him, without the Guilt of Ido- 
| latry. Theſe are ſome of the Abſurdities into which thoſe 
| Perſons run, who arrogantly pretend to he wiſer than their 


Neighbours, idolizing their own finite Underſtanding, as 


| able to comprehend thoſe bottomleſs Depths, which Angels 
| themſelves contemplate with an holy Adoration and Aſto- 
. niſhment, Let us then be careful, that our Reaſon keep 


B 2 itſelf 


=. At 
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itſelf within its due Bounds ; in ſtudying the 'Evidences of 


_ Chriſtianity, and the great Truths of it, as far as God has 


ſeen fit to reveal them to us; and whenever a DoCtrine 
appears to have Divine Authority on its Side, reject it not, 
becauſe in ſome Reſpects incomprehenſible, but let Reaſon 
ſubmit to Faith, and adore at an awful Diſtance, Chriſti- 
anity, I am perſuaded, will bear the molt ſtrict and critical 
Examination, and the more it 1s ftudied til] the brighter 
and ſtronger will its Evidences appear z and therefore we 
have no Reaſon to be aſhamed of our Profefion of it ; but 
with an holy ZEoldnefs and Courage we may and ought car- 
neſtly to contend for the Faith which was once delivered to the 
Saznts, ſbarply reproving Gainſazers, and by the Force of our 
Arguments puilmg to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Mien. 


But this brings me to the next Thing propofed, v1z. 


. Secondly, To ſhew you what we muy reaſonably ſuppoſe 


is implied, or included, in that which the Apeoftle here af- 
firms concerning himſeli, when he ſays, That he was nt 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; which holds out to us the 
Duty of all P:ofetiois, but more eſpecially of Goſpel Mini- 
ſters. This the Apoſtle exprefleth negatively, but certain- 
ly it denotes ſomething politive ; and we may fairly ſuppoſe, 
that there is a /eiz/7s in the Words, much more being to 
be underſtood than is expreffed. Now Men may be faid to 
be aſham'd of the Goſpel when through Fear and Cowar- 
dice, or ſome other corrupt Paſſion or Motive, they are 
ſhy in owning it, cold and indifferent as to the Spread or 
Succeſs of it ; or when through Fear of Reproack, or Sut- 
terings, they forſake or apoſtatize from it. But let not ſuch 
Fatter and delude themſelves with the Hopes of Impunity, 
for their Doom at latt without Repentance will certainly be 
molt ſevere and tremendous. JF any Man (ſaith God) 
draws back, my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in hin: (And 
ſaith our Lord) Thoſe that are now aſhamed of me, and of my 
Words, of them will the Son of Man be afhamed, when. he 


ſhall come m his exon Glory, and in his Father's Glory, with 


the holy Angels, 


TJ. then bl 
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1. Then, this Expreſſion of the Apoſtle's denotes, that 


. .* 


 -he was not aſhamed to own his Profeifion, his Belief of, and 
Adherence to, the Goſpel. In the firſt Ages of the Church, 


Chriſtianity expoſed its Followers.to Scorn and Reproaches, 


and ſometimes to bitter .Sufferings, and the moſt cruel 


Death, on its Account : The Stream of the World was 
againlt it; the Civil Magiſtrate, with the temporal Sword, 
in Combination with the Powers of Darkneſs, were reſo 


\ ved, (if poſſibie) with united Force and Policy, to root 1t 


out, and deltroy all who would dare to own it. Neverthe- 
fs, our Apoſtle was not moved or terrified with this gloo- 
ny Proſpect ; but being inflamed with the moſt ardent c 
to Chrift, knowing his infinite Obligations to him, and that 


| a moſt glorious and everlaſting Reward would crown his Ft- 


delity to, and Perfeverence in, his Cauſe ; this inſpired hint 
with true Chriſtian Fortitude and Magnanimity, Hence 
he could ſay, They* 7 know that Bonds and Ajfiiftions every 
where await me, for the Sake of the Goſpel, yet none of theſe 
Things move me; neither count [ my Life dear unto myſelf, fo 
that I may fimſh my Courſe with Foy, He lighted the Rage 
and Malice of the 7ews, the I aunts and Reproaches of the 
Piilofophers ; and went on refolutely preaching Chriſt in 
the Face of the greateſt Dangers: Neither the Frowns or 
Fiatteries of this World could in the leaft daint him, or 
cauſe him to flinch from his dear Malſter*s Service, 


The like Spirit of holy Courage and Reſolution in your 
Chriſtian Profeſſion is needful in you all (my dear Friends), 
waetner Miniiters or People, if you would evidence your- 
[ſclves the faithful Friends and Followers of the Bleſſed Feſt, 
or hope at laſt to. be rewarded by him as ſuch. As to us, 
who are devoted to the ſacred Office of the Miniftry, ercu: 
and arduous is our Work, and many Clogs, Temptations, 
and Diſcouragements, will perpetually lie in the Way of our 
Duty. We have need, therefore, to be ever on our Guard, 
and to be arm'd with double Zeal and Courage : Our holy 
FunCtion will be derided and contemned by ſome; the Mef- 
ſages we deliver in Chriſt's Name will be: diſregarded and 
rejected by others; many there be who watch for our Halt- 
ng, and who are ready to magnify every little Flaw or Ble- 


| iſh they eſpy in our Condu&t, to the Prejudice of our Mi- 


niſtry ; 
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niftry; and an ill-natur'd World (it permitted ) will not 
only deride our Office, but alſo load us with cruel Perſecu- 
tions. Our profeſs'd Duty being to oppoſe, and as much as 


we can to pull down the Kingdom of Darkneſs, therefore 


the Dragon, when he cafleth forth a Flood to deſtroy the 
Church, will firſt fall upon the Leaders and Officers in 
Chriſt's Army ; be will firſt ſmite the Shepherds, that the 
Sheep may be more eaſily ſcatter'd, and deſtroyed. At 0- 
ther times Minifters have thcir Lot in a cold or lukewarm 
Age, when ſerious Godlineſs ſhall be in Diſgrace, or when 
Errors and Hereſies thall fo far prevail, that all Zeal for the 
[Truth oppos'd ſhall be called Uncharitablenefs, or Perſecu- 
tion; or be accounted unpolite, or unfaſhionable. Now 
let each of us (my Brethren) reckon upon it before-hand, 


and expect to meet with this unkind Treatment from an 


1!)-natur'd World ; for thus it fared with the Bieſſed Fefrs, 
our Divine Maſter ; and herein, therefore, we muſt expect 
to be conformed to him. Beſides, many are the Diffcul- 
ties of the Work itfelt to which we are called, as, particu- 
larly, in the Work of perſonal Reproof; and a bold ſtand- 
ing up for Piety and Truth, in a I ime of abounding Error 
and Profancneſs. Let each of us then ſet our Faces like a 
Flint againſt all the Corruptions of a perverſe and crookel 
Generation ; and take up holy David's Reſolution, who 
fays, P/al. cxix. 46. I will ſpeak of thy Teſtimonies alſo be- 
fore Kings, and will not be aſhamed. Let us remember 
whole Servants we are, the vaſt Importance of the Tutt 
that is put into our Hands, and the great Account we mult 
one Day give, and this will make us refolute and undaunt- 
ed in our Work. In general, let us all, both Minitters 
and People, be exhorted to hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith without wavering. Fear not the Faces of Men. Let 
no Inducements prevail with you either to be afhamed ol, 
or to renounce, your Faith and Hope. The Lord is, and 
will be, with you while you are With him ; but if you for- 


fake him, he will caſt you off for ever. Be then but faithful 


 wntil Death, and you fhall receive a Crown of Life. T hus 


not to be aſhamed of the Goſpel denotes a not being afraid to 
ewn it, or Boldneſs and Courage in the Proteſſion of it. 


Further, 
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; 
neſs in defending the Goſpel againſt all Oppoſers. And in 
© this our Apoſtle is one of the beſt Examples we can copy at- 
© ter; being able to fay for himſelf, 7 have labour'd more a- 

* bundantly than they all : To which he adds, left he ſhould 

| arrogate too much to himfelf, Yet not [, but the Grace of 


45-1 


Further, 2dly, This denotes fervent Zeal and Faithful- 


 Ged, that was with me. See. Cor. xv. 10. To be luke- 


| warm and indifterent, either with reſpect to growing Sin 


or Error, is very unbecoming our Character as the Diſciples 


of Chriſt, and much more of us as Miniſters, who are {ct 


for the Defence of the Goſpel. Ie ought to cry aloud, and not 
to ſpare : To bear the moſt publick Teſtimony againſt the 
Sins and Corruptions of the Day in which we live. We, 
who are intruſted with the great 1Zy/teries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, ſhould contend earneſtly for the Faith which was once 
delivered to the Saints, But when the Standard- Bearers 
faint, 'no wonder it the common voldiers fly from and de- 
ſert their Colours. Oh! let the Glory of Chriit, and the 
(300d of Souls, be ever in our View, and near our Hearts; 
let theſe be the main Scope of cur Miniſtry, and then no 
Temptations will prevail with us, either to betray the 
Truth, or tv warp ang bend toward the Errors of the Day ; 


| then nothing will be able to cool or abate our Feryour, 


Zeal, or Diligence in our dear Lord and Matter's Work. 
Let the Word of God be our daily Study ; derive all thoſe 
Doctrines you deliver to others from this the only Standard 
of Iruth; and, when convinced therefrom, be not ſhy or 
backward in declaring to others the whole Counſel of God. 


Certainly we, who are the Guides and Teachers of others, 


ſhould be frank and open in our Inſtructions, ptherwiſe wwe 


' ſhall be like the Trumpet that gives an uncertain Sound. Truth 
| need not fear or ſhun the Light. If we uſe double or craf- 


ty Dealing in our Words, or by little ſhuffling Arts and 


|  Subterfuges ſeek to conceal the *Iruth, or to hide our Sen- 
| Uments concerning it, it is a ſhrewd Sign that we are not 


well eſtabliſh'd in it ourſelves, or elſe, tha#6me little, nar- 


row, ſelfiſh Views are our main Deſign and Aim. Con- 


; trary to this was the Conduct of the Apoſtle, who ſays of 
| himſelf and his Fellow - Labourers, in II. Cer. iv. 2. We 


have renounced the hidden Thirgs of Difhone/ly, not walking 


[ in Craftineſs ; not haudling the Word of (ed arceitfully, but 
$ by 
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by manife/ting the Truth commending our ſe/ues to every 1/1: 


Conſcience im the 8:2ht of God: And fo, IL Cor. ii. 17. I þ 


are not as many which corrupt the IVord, but as of Sincerity, 
but as of God, in the Light of God," ſpeak we in Chriſt, 


Again, 3diy. If we would not be aſhamed of the Goſye!, 
we muſt not only be zealous and faithful, but diligent in 


our Miniftry. Conſider, it is the precious and immortal | 
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Souls of Men that are committed to our Care and Charge; Þ 


it is an eternal State and World that we are to treat with | 


them about ; and if they periſh throught our Sloth and Ner- 


ligence, their Blood will be required at our Hands : | But, on | 
the contrary, blefied is, and will be, that faithful Stewar! 
_ and Paſtor, who rightly divides the Word of Life, and giv. | 


& every one their aue and proper Portion. 


In the laſt Place, 4thly. When the Apoſtle ſays, that he Þ 
was not aſhamed of the Goſpel, it denotes, that he was not Þþ 
afraid to ſuffer for it, if called thereunto ; but was reſolved Þ 
to hold out, and perſevere in his Profeſſion faithfully to the F 
End. If you cannot bear the ſcorching Sun of Perſecution, Þ 


but fall off and wither away, it is a Sign you have no Root 


in you, (Matt. xiii. 6.). No fan (favs our Lord) havin | 


put his Hans to the Plaugh, and lroking back, is fit for the 
Kingdom of God, Luke 1x. 62. Conſider then what your 
dear Lord hath done and ſuffer'd for you, and let his Love 


conſtrain you to be willing to do or ſuffer any Thing for | 


him. Whatever you part with for him, you can be no Lo- 
ſers by his Service; for all thall be abundantly recompenſed 
to you hereaſter; whereas, if through Fear or Cowardice 


you deſert bis Cauſe, or abandon your Profeſion, He will ® 


at laſt certainly diſown you, and treat you as Rebels and 
Traytors. Farther, this implies the Duty of Perfeverence: 
Take Heed then that nothing move you away from the 
Faith or Hope of the Goſpel ; for it had been better for ya! 
not ta have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than after ye 
have known it to turn from the holy Commandment delivered un- 
to you : Wherefore, my Brethren, be ye fledfaſt, immoveabi:, 
always abounding in the Work of the Lord, forafmnch as jt 
naw that your Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


And j . 
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Þ power'd with the Light of Evideace, a5 to be forced ſome- 
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i Ang thus I have ſhewn you what is implied in that which 
the Apoſtle here affirms concerning himſelf, when he ſays, 


7 am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, viz. (1.) That he 


was not afraid to own his Profeſſion of Faith in, and Adhe- 
rence to, the Goſpel. (2dly), His Zeal and Faithfulnels 
in defending it againſt all Oppoſers. (3dly), His unwearied 
Diligence in his Miniſtry. (And laſtly), His Readineſs to 
ſuffer for the Cauſe of Chriſt, and his Reſolution of Perſe- 
verance in his Faith and Labours to the End. He that 
evercometh (faith our Lord), that is, that holds out againſt 
and overcomes all preſent Trials, Temptations, and Diffi- 
culties, the ſame ſhall be clothed in white Raiment ; and I will 
not blot his Name out of the Book of Life, but 1 will con- 
Feſs his Name before my Father, and before his Angels. 


| I proceed now, Thirdly, to conſider the Reaſon which 
the Apoſtle here afligns, why he was not aſhamed of the 
Goſpel, or why he was thus zealous in his Profeſſion, and 
unwearted in his Endeavours to ſpread the Belief of it and 2 
Conformity to it; and this he gives us in the Jatter Part of 
the Text ; becauſe (ſays he) /t is the Power of God unto 
Salvation to every one that believeth. 


Now, in order to evince the Force of the Argument, 
conſider the following Things. 


I. This implies'his firm Perſwafion of the Truth of the 
Goſpel, and that it is the only Way and Means of Mens 
Salvation. And this his Faith was well grounded, for all 


'- Other Religions muſt appear to him utterly inſufficient to 


this great End, they not having the Evidence of Truth on 
their Side : But that the Goſpel is really from Heaven, and 
of Divine Inftitution, appeared to him (as it doth now to 


us) from the moſt certain and infallible Evidences. The 
firſt Preachers of this Goſpel received it immediately from 


the Mouth of Chriſt himſelf; who, to prove the Truth of his 


Miſſion, wrought many and undoubted Miracles; and that _ 
not privately, in a Corner, before a few ſele& Friends, 


but openly, and in the View of the World, before the moſt 
inveterate Enemies; who were yet, nevertheleſs, . ſo over- 
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times to cry out, Yerily, this is the Finger of God. But 
what puts this beyond all Queſtion is, his Reſurrection from: 
the Dead, according to ancien* Prophecies, and his own 
Prediction, whereby He was declared to be the Sin of Ged, 
and the Saviour of the World. This is witneſied to us by 
thoſe to whom He fhewed himſelf alive after his Paſſion ; in 
which they could not be deceived themſelves, or have any 
Temptation to impoſe upon others, After this the firſt 
Publiſhers of the Goſpel were indued with extraordinary 


Powers from on High, which, together with the Nature of 


their DeEtrine, certainly proved:it to be from God. And 


to all this we now have many additional Proofs; ſuch as the 


ſudden Spread, the wonderful Conqueſt, and Preſervation 
of the Goſpel, againſt the united Power and Policy of the 
World, and the Prince of Darkneſs; the Riſe and Decline 
of Antichriſt ; the Diſperſion of the Jews, and Calling of 
the Gentiles; and, laſtly, that Mighty Power that hath all 
along accompanied the Preaching of this poor deipiſed Gof- 
pel. Theſe, and the like Evidences of the Truth of the 
Goſpel, are a ſufficient Reafon why we ſhould not be aſha- 
med of it, cr afraid to own it. 


2dly. There is an Aptneſs and Fitneſs in theſe Means 
(the Preaching of this Goſpel) to anſwer the intended End ; 
namely, the Reformation and Salvation of Men. Indecd 
of itſelf alone it cannot do this, that nmft be aſcribed only 
to the Mighty Power and Grace of God, accompanying or 
going along with it: Yet, nevertheleſs, I fay, it hath an 
Aptneſs and Tendency thereunto, to work upon our natu- 
ral Paſhons and Aﬀections, as of Hope, Fear, and the like; 
whereby the Soul is diſpoſed to ſerious Conſideration, and 
other good Preparatives for the Grace of God. Wherc 
elſe have we Life and Immortality ſo fully brought to Light 7 
Where elſe can the wounded Conſcience get ſuch Comfort 
and Relief from a Senſe of Guilt? Here alone we have « 
Fountain laid open for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs; and no 
other Diſpenſation can give ſo ſtrong and rational a Hope ot 
Heaven : So that Saints are now filled with all Foy and Peace 
in believing, and can many Times rejoice (even while here 
below) in the certain View and Proſpect of their future Fe- 
licity, with a Joy that is unſpeakable, and full of ys Ds 
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Goſpel gives us the fulleſt and plaineſt Dire&ions as to our 
Duty and the Path to Heaven ; inforceth it upon us by the 
moſt powerful Motives and Arguments ; ſets before us the 
brighteſt Example; and for our Encouragement aſſures us 
of the moſt mighty Aſſiſtance, if we are not wanting to 
ourſelves; it ſupports us with exceeding great and precious 
Promifes in the Way, and affures to us the moft glorious 
and everlaſting Reward in the End. Surely then, the true 


Chriſtian hath no Reaſon to be aſhamed of his Faith and 
Profeſlion. 


Aly. Ve have no Reaſon to be aſhamed of the Goſpel ; 
on the contrary, ſhould be bold, refolute, and couragious, 
in the Proteſhon and Defence of it, becauſe, it is available 


to the Salvation of all that truly believe : Ut is the Power 0 


God to Salvation to every one that believeth, This is evident, 
irom the great and mighty Effects which the Preaching of 
the Goſpel hath on the Hearts and Lives of Men, and that 
great Change it works in and upon them, Hereby the hard 
Heart has been melted and foften'd ; the ſtupid dead Sinner 


| hath been rouzed and awaken'd ; the darken'd Underſtand- 


ing hath been favingly inlighten'd ; the ſtubborn rebellious 
Will hath been made to bow and ſtoop ; the Rrong far 
armed (the Power of Sin and Corruption) hath been bound, 
znd-eriven from his Poſſefhon, and the whole Soul hath 
been captivated to the Obedience of Chriſt, and made a 
1ignal Trophy or Monument of Divine Grace ; ſo that the 
dinner hath been made a Wonder to himſelf, and others alſo 
have been furprized at the Change. Hereby much of Hea- 


ven hath now been let down into the Soul, and thoſe bleſfed 


Qualities and Difpoſitions have nov appear*d and ſhone forth 
in it, that do in a peculiar Manner prepare and fit it for the 
Joys and Felicities of the glorious Manſions above. Now 
this Power of the Goſpel was moſt remarkably apparent at 
its firſt Publication, as in the Three Thouſand converted 
by Peter's firſt Sermon, As ii. 4.1. and in many of the 
Corinthians, of whom St. Paul ſays, (after mentioning ſome 
of the vileſt and moſt notorious Ranks of Sinners) /zch were 


ſome of you ; but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſan{tified, but ye 


are juſtified, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 7 
rit of our Gad, 1. Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. And now (bletled 
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be God !) tho? the Power of this Goſpel and the Work of 


"Converſion is not ſo common as we could wiſh, yet ſtill we 
"have ſome Inſtances of it, as ſavingly opening Hens Eyes, 
turning them from Darkneſs to' Light, and from the Power of 
"Satan unto God : And God doth now, and will continue to 
own and bleſs that which too many call the Foolifhneſs of 
Preaching, to the Salvation” of thoſe that believe, 1. Cor. i. 
18. 21. Oh ! what an Encouragement then ſhould this be 
.to us, to be bold, zealous, and unwearicd, in the Work 
-of preaching the Goſpel! _ 


In the laſt Place. Believers know that they have no Rea- 


ſon to be aſhamed of the Goſpel from their own Experien- 
*ces of its mighty Energy and Influences, as to themſelves. 
| He that believeth hath the Witneſs in himſelf: He knows the 
Goſpel to be of God, from its Divine Effe&s upon his own 
"Soul, in freeing him from. the Power of Sin, inclining and 
'erabling him to that which is good, comforting and re- 
viving. him under all his Doubts and Fears, and carrying 
"Him on with Vigour in his Way to the Kingdom: For while 

be l-as in the Goſpel been beholding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the 
 Lard, he has thereby been changed into the ſame Image from 
Glory to Glory by the Spirit of the Lord. Certainly then we 


have no Reaſon to be aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chrift, ſeeing 
tt is thus the Power of God unto Salvation to every one that 


: believeth, 


Give me Leave to cloſe all with a few Words, by Way 


' And, 1. Hence Miniſters may be direCted as to their 


'main Work and Buſineſs; that is, that they preach the 
' Goſpel of * Chriſt. This, and this only, is that which we 
have Reaſon to hope for a Divine Blefling upon. Let us 
then preach, not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord : Not the 


mticing Words of Man's Wiſdom: Let us not ſtudy the vain 
Flourithes of Man's Wit, meerly to ſhew our Learning or 
Parts: Let not the main' Subject of our Miniſtry be meer 


human Philoſophy, Man's Inventions; no, nor yet meer 


Morality, in fuch a Way as we may-learn it from Plato or 
Seneca, but let us endeavour to explain and vindicate the 
| + | | | great 
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 Sreat Dofrines of Chriſtianity, as laid down and -inforced 
 F: the Word of God: And let us preſs upon Men that Ho- 
| Fine which the Goſpel requires, from thoſe mighty and 
* Togent Arguments which the Goſpel furniſheth -us with, 
; Fo is truly to preach Chriſt ; to make Him the main 
* Kcope of our Labours, who is indeed All in All, in the 
Matter of our Salvation, | 


| 
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> 2dly. How precious ſhould the Goſpel, and the great 
Truths of it, be to us? Oh! let us then be jealous for the 
Glory of Chriſt our Mafterz let no Inducements prevail 
Frith us, either to conceal or betray the Truth, With Dif- 
- QGain reject every Thing that is not agreeable to the Rule of 
1 the Word ; but put the higheſt Value upon what is therein 
clearly revealed. The Law of thy Mouth (ſaid good David) 
21s better to me than Thouſands of Gold and Silver. | 
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| 2dly. Continually labour more and more to confirm your 
F ith in the Goſpel, and the great Truths it reveals. If 

| you believe not yourſelves, you are not likely to perſuade or 

| *convince others. And as to you who fit under our Mi- 

* piſtry, the Word ſpoken Twill not profit you, except it be 

| quxed with Faith. The T1ſraehites, whoſe Carcaſſes fell in 
{the Wilderneſs (we are told), could not enter into the prom- 
, | Jed Land, becauſe of Unbelief: And, in like manner, you 
Who enjoy the Goſpel, and have not Faith, cannot en- 


| ter into that everla/?ing Reft that remains for the People of 
| God above. Therefore, 


. 4thly. Seriouſly and impartially examine yourſelves, whe- 
r | ther or no you do truly believe the Goſpel. If you do, 
- you have really felt its mighty renewing transforming Power 
e and Efhcacy. Oh! take heed that you deceive not yourſelves 
S q this important Inquiry ; for your everlaſting Salvation-or 


We Damnation depends upon the Anſwer you are able to make. 
n |. that Believeth on the Son of God hath everlaſting Life ; but 


Tr be that believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath 
r of God abideth on him, - Joh. iii. 36., There is a Faith that 
Tr 4 only outward, conſifting in a mere Name, or Profeſſion ; 
Ir Land there. is a mere dead hiſtorical Faith, which goes no 
xc [farther than the bare Aﬀſſent of the Underſtanding ;: this lat- 
at k ; | _ ter 
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ter is no more than the Faith of Devils, who, we are at, 
Ted, believe and tremble ; but both of theſe will leave vn 

ſhort of the Kingdom of Glory. The Faith that is juſt; 

ing and ſaving is a mighty operative Principle, purifying tjY 
'Heart, working by Love, - and tis productive of Hu line, Þ# 
'and 'Obedience 4n-the Life. *Fry, therefore, the "Truth > 
your Faith by its Fruits and Effects. If it be genuine, you $ 
may depend upon it, it will-this Way diſcover itfclf. OX 
reſt not in Uncertainties in this weighty Aﬀair ! For 1: ® 
wery one (ſaith our Lord) that ſaith wto me, Lord, Liri * 
fhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that d:th tf 
#Lull of my Father which is in Heaven. | | 


Sthly, If you wouid not be aſhamed of the Goſpel, talþ 
\keed that you be not a Shame and Scandal to it ; that is, i * 
an unſuitable Bchaviour and Walk. "The Diſciples «| 
Chriſt, and eſpecially his Miniſters, are [te a City, ſet mip 
* Fill, tohich cannot be hid, The Eyes of Multitudes (n;ſ 
Brethren) are vnon us: The World watches and lies i 
-walt for our halting, and will be ſure to upbraid us with it; 
-and from thence will endeavour to blaſt the Succeſs of of 
Labours, by prejudicing Men againſt the Meſlages we brin:# 
and perſuading them, that we do not ourſelves believe i: 
 DofEtrines we deliver to others. Let us, therefore, take hui 
anto ourſelves, as well os unto our Dottrme, that the 5. 
fry be not blamed: And let there be no Dirt appear on cuſp 
Garments, but oaly that which is malicioufly thrown upulſi > 
us by the ill-natur'd and ungodly World. And the lie 
Exhortation I would addreſs to all the People of God ins - 
-neral, as holding forth likewife their indiſpenftible Du 
.#alk as becomes the Goſpel - Adorn it not only by a vil 
"Profeſſion, but by a ſuitable holy heavenly Life and Cur - 
verfation: You muſt be harmleſs, and blamelefs, as the Snig - 
of Ged, in the mid/? of that crooked and perverſe Generatialy 
you live in, among whom you "muſt fhine as Lights i ii” 
#Yorld, bolding forth the Word of Life. Let your Cong 
ation then be as becomes the Goſpe): And ſo walk as ti” 
: _ may adorn the Dorine of God your Saviqur in all Thing 
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not your Practice give the Lye to your Profeffion ; ve 
you call yourſelves the Children of Light, beſure tw 
you 4ave uo Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Do" 
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oy od Conſcience ; inſure to yourſelves a comfortable Death, 
"@ happy Eternity, and greatly add to the Weight and 


Tuftre of your celeſtial Crown, 
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5, Thus by the Light of your own Examples vou will 
E-atly recommend Religion to others, advance the Honour 
Chriſt, and condemn ( if not convince) art ungodly and 
I pocritical World, and render them wholly inexcuſable : 
By this Means you will live happily, by ſecuring to your- 
Wives the inward Peace of your own Minds, ariſing from 
ce Witneſs of the Spirit of God, and the Teſtimony of a 


* Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant, for Chrift our Re- 


$-1r s Sake, Amen, 
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